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A woman named Mujaku, unable to get over her grief at the death of her 
young husband, entered a monastery. When she met the teacher she 
asked this question and received this reply. 

What is Zen? 
The heart of the one who asks is Zen. 
 
 

  
 
 
What is the Way? 
The clear-sighted person falls into a well. 
 
 

  
 
 
What is Zhaozhou?1 
East gate, west gate, north gate, south gate. 
 
 

 
 
 

Let the stupa circumambulate you

                                   
1	  Chan teachers were usually named after the place they taught, so Zhaozhou 
(pronounced Jao-jo) is both the name of a teacher and the city he lived in	  
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